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South. The South had all the disadvantages of a one-crop economy. It saw itself as the slave of the 

Union.

From a History book published in 1977.

SOURCE B

A poster published in the city of Boston after the passing of the

1850 Fugitive Slave Act.
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Option A: 19th Century topic [p2–p6]
Option B: 20th Century topic [p7–p11]

Choose one of these options, and then answer all the questions on that topic.

Write your answers on the separate answer paper provided.

If you use more than one sheet of paper, fasten the sheets together.
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The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each question or part-question.

Option A: 19th Century Topic

WAS LINCOLN TO BLAME FOR THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR?

Study the Background Information and the sources carefully, and then answer all the questions.

Background Information

In November 1860, Abraham Lincoln won the American Presidential election. He was the candidate of 

the anti-slavery Republican Party, which made him very unpopular in the South. He did not win any of 

the Southern states. Southerners believed that he wanted to abolish slavery. Soon after Lincoln’s 

election victory, Southern states began to leave the Union, and by April 1861 the Civil War had begun.

Was Lincoln to blame for the Civil War, or were North and South already set on a collision course with 

each other?

SOURCE A

Southerners argued that to take a black from Africa and set him up in comfort on a plantation was the 

same as allowing a poor European peasant free entry into America, and allowing him to buy his own 

farm. The Kansas-Nebraska Act opened up enormous new opportunities for setting up farms using 

slave labour. But although Southerners sounded aggressive, they were in fact very insecure and had 

no real moral answer to the North’s arguments against slavery.

The South’s feelings of insecurity were justified, because it became obvious that plans for a vast 

expansion of slavery into the West were only dreams. The South’s power was declining. If it did not 

act soon, it was doomed to a slow death. In 1858–9 the free states of Minnesota and Oregon entered 

the Union while Kansas, a slave territory, was denied admission. The South was now outvoted in both 

Houses of Congress.

Slavery was not the only issue between North and South. An attempt at secession might have been 

made even if the slavery issue had been resolved. The North favoured high tariffs, the South low 

ones. Many Southerners believed that the North’s arguments against slavery were insincere, and hid 

economic motives – to promote the industry of the North-East at the expense of the South. They 

believed that the North, while accusing the South of exploiting the blacks, exploited the whole of the 
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Study the Background Information and the sources carefully, and then answer all the questions.

Background Information

In November 1860, Abraham Lincoln won the American Presidential election. He was the candidate of 

the anti-slavery Republican Party, which made him very unpopular in the South. He did not win any of 

the Southern states. Southerners believed that he wanted to abolish slavery. Soon after Lincoln’s 

election victory, Southern states began to leave the Union, and by April 1861 the Civil War had begun.

Was Lincoln to blame for the Civil War, or were North and South already set on a collision course with 

each other?

SOURCE A

Southerners argued that to take a black from Africa and set him up in comfort on a plantation was the 

same as allowing a poor European peasant free entry into America, and allowing him to buy his own 

farm. The Kansas-Nebraska Act opened up enormous new opportunities for setting up farms using 

slave labour. But although Southerners sounded aggressive, they were in fact very insecure and had 

no real moral answer to the North’s arguments against slavery.

The South’s feelings of insecurity were justified, because it became obvious that plans for a vast 

expansion of slavery into the West were only dreams. The South’s power was declining. If it did not 

act soon, it was doomed to a slow death. In 1858–9 the free states of Minnesota and Oregon entered 

the Union while Kansas, a slave territory, was denied admission. The South was now outvoted in both 

Houses of Congress.

Slavery was not the only issue between North and South. An attempt at secession might have been 

made even if the slavery issue had been resolved. The North favoured high tariffs, the South low 

ones. Many Southerners believed that the North’s arguments against slavery were insincere, and hid 

economic motives – to promote the industry of the North-East at the expense of the South. They 

believed that the North, while accusing the South of exploiting the blacks, exploited the whole of the 
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