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READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

If you have been given an Answer Booklet, follow the instructions on the front cover of the Booklet. Write 
your Centre number, candidate number and name on all the work you hand in.
Write in dark blue or black pen.
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Answer either Question 1 or Question 2.
You are advised to spend about 20 minutes reading the question paper and planning your answer.

At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together.
Both questions in this paper carry equal marks.

Answer either Question 1 or Question 2.

EITHER

1 Read carefully the poem opposite. The poet writes about the photographs of his parents which 

he keeps on his writing desk.

How does the writing capture the poet’s feelings about the photographs of his parents?

To help you answer this question, you might consider:

• the ways in which the poet’s words show his feelings as he looks at the photographs

• how he relates the photographs to their backgrounds

• how he brings himself into the story of what the photographs show.

Background Material

My writing desk. Two photos, mam and dad.

A birthday, him. Their ruby wedding
1
, her.

Neither one a couple and both bad.

I make out what’s behind them from the blur.

Dad’s in our favourite pub
2
, now gone for good.

My father and his background are both gone,

but hers has my Welsh cottage and a wood

that still shows those same greens eight summers on,

though only the greenness of it’s stayed the same.

Though one of them’s in colour and one’s not,

the two are joined, apart from their shared frame,

by what, for photographers, would mar
3
 each shot:

in his, if you look close, the gleam, the light,

me in his blind right eye, but minute size –

in hers, as though just cast from where I write,

a shadow holding something to its eyes.
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1 ruby wedding: fortieth anniversary of their marriage
2 pub: a local inn
3 mar: spoil

OR

2 Read carefully this extract from a novel. The writer describes his early passion for reading.

How does the extract show the impact of two very different kinds of writing on the young 

boy?

To help you answer this question, you might consider:

• the way the writer recaptures the excitement of the first novel he read

• how the writer has suggested that the ‘model essay’ had very different qualities of writing

• how much those two different experiences shape the writing here.

The first novel I read had a green hardboard cover and was two hundred and

sixteen pages long.

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

And yet I kept remembering that mother and son waiting in the Dutch interior

of that essay, with the jug of milk and the butter on the table, while behind and above

them were those wispy, shawly figures from the rebellion, sibilant above the great fire

and below the aching, high wind.

Copyright Acknowledgements:

Question 1 © Tony Harrison; Background Material from Permanently Bard; Bloodaxe Books Ltd; 1995.

Question 2 © Seamus Deane; Reading In The Dark; Jonathan Cape Ltd; 1996.

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected b y copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every 

reasonable effort has been made b y the publisher (UCLES) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the 

publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

University of Cambridge International Examinations is par t of the Cambr idge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment is the br and name of Univ ersity of 

Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.

Noble Educators Page 2 of 2 English 0476/02

Source: University of Cambridge International Examinations October/November 2012 Question Paper (0476/02)


