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Answer two questions

Section A: Family

1 In modern industrial societies there have been many changes in family roles, family types and 

family functions. One example of change is the creation of the boomerang family. Marriage and 

divorce rates have also changed. Sociologists debate whether these changes have been positive 

or negative for individuals and society.

(a) What is meant by the term ‘boomerang family’? [2]

(b) Describe two ways family life can be negative for its members. [4]

(c) Explain how family functions are changing. [6]

(d) Explain why there has been a rise in divorce rates in many modern industrial societies. [8]

(e) To what extent have female roles in the family changed? [15]

Section B: Education

2 Schools are an important agency of socialisation. Students from some social classes achieve 

better examination results than students from other social classes. Sociologists debate whether 

this is an example of educational inequality. There are different types of schools and some use IQ 

tests.

(a) What is meant by the term ‘IQ tests’? [2]

(b) Describe two types of schools that select their students. [4]

(c) Explain how schools socialise students. [6]

(d) Explain why students from some social classes achieve better examination results than 

students from other social classes. [8]

(e) To what extent is the functionalist view of education correct? [15]
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Section C: Crime, deviance and social control

3 Official crime statistics show how much crime has been committed in society. There are different 

explanations for why some social groups commit more crime than others. Masculinity is one 

sociological explanation. Informal and formal agencies of social control prevent deviant behaviour 

and can make individuals conform. Some sociologists argue that more rehabilitation is needed.

(a) What is meant by the term ‘rehabilitation’? [2]

(b) Describe two limitations of official crime statistics. [4]

(c) Explain how informal agencies of social control can make individuals conform. [6]

(d) Explain why community sentencing is an effective way of dealing with crime. [8]

(e) To what extent is masculinity the best explanation for crime? [15]

Section D: Media

4 Some sociologists believe the media has been changed by the creation of the internet. Other 

sociologists argue sensationalism in the media still exists. All forms of media contain bias and 

stereotypes. For example, young people are often stereotyped in the media.

(a) What is meant by the term ‘sensationalism’? [2]

(b) Describe two media stereotypes of young people. [4]

(c) Explain how the media is controlled. [6]

(d) Explain why bias in the news may benefit powerful groups. [8]

(e) To what extent has the media been changed by the creation of the internet? [15]

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every 

reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (UCLES) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the 

publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced online in the Cambridge 

Assessment International Education Copyright Acknowledgements Booklet. This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download 

at www.cambridgeinternational.org after the live examination series.

Cambridge Assessment International Education is part of Cambridge Assessment. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of the University of Cambridge 

Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is a department of the University of Cambridge.

Noble Educators Page 2 of 2 Sociology 0495/22

Source: Cambridge Assessment International Education October/November 2024 Question Paper (0495/22)


